




Early Inventions

Slot machines are one the most popular games ever invented. This age-old machine has adapted overtime, steadily 
progressing with the evolution of technology. So now, whether online or land-based, there are quite literally thousands 
of games to choose from. Here we look back at the origins of the great slot machine and see how it has evolved over 
the years to the on-the-go slots gaming experience we know of today.

  
The origins of the slot machine can be traced back to 19th Century New York where the 
precursor to the modern slot machine was invented by Sittman and Pitt. Containing 5 
drums, this machine held 50 card faces and was based on the popular game of poker. 
Players would insert their coin, pull the lever and hope to win a good poker hand. Attracting 
big crowds, they were soon found in saloons across the US.  In these early machines there 
was no payout mechanism, so a winning hand would often win the player a free drink or 
other non-monetary prizes.

Despite the early poker game, many believe the true slot machine was born in 1895, aptly 
coined by punters as “the one armed bandit”. Created by Charles Fey, this machine was 
simpler in design, featuring only three reels, and would allow automatic payouts. Instead 
of a card-based game, the machine, named ‘the Liberty Bell’, had symbols that would line 
up to create winning combinations. It was a huge success and the design was eventually 
copied by competing manufactures.  



The rise of the Internet in the mid 90s sparked a whole new realm of 
slots gaming. The first casino games to be developed online were 
the classic roulette and blackjack, but as technology advanced and 
graphics improved, online slot machines soon emerged on our 
screens. 

At first, online slots remained true to land-based designs with three 
reels and the same symbols. Yet once computer programming 
advanced, new styles of game play options soon emerged bringing 
thousands of new themes with superior graphics.

Machine Development

Gaming in Britain

The New Era of Slot Machines

By 1902 slot machines that awarded monetary prizes were officially 
banned in the US, which paved the way for the era of the fruit 
machine. Like the one armed bandits, these used 3 reels, but the 
payout was often chewing gum or sweets of the corresponding 
flavour to the winning fruit combinations. The Operator Bell, created 
in 1907 was the first fruit machine with the BAR symbol. 

With new technology came new gaming experiences. In 1964 Bally 
created the first electromechanical slot machine, titled ‘Money 
Honey’. The machine still featured the recognisable lever but the 
components inside were operated entirely electrically.

When 1976 hit, the slots business really took off. This was the year 
of the first true video slot machine, which featured a modified 19 
inch Sony TV used as the display screen. It was first showcased in 
a hotel in Las Vegas, but after a few tweaks it was soon dominating 
the Las Vegas Strip. 

According to British law up until 1960, a machine had to involve an element of skill 
if it paid out a prize.  Consequently early British machines were formerly games of 
skill (such as ball games, cranes, or shooting games), or non-payout types (such as 
fortune tellers, viewers, juke boxes, or pintables). 

However, after the creation of one armed bandits and fruit machines in the US, they 
soon emerged on British shores where they quickly became popular in pubs and in 
the quintessentially British seaside arcades. 

Throughout the 80s and 90s, slot machines reached new levels of success with the 
addition of video technology. Not constrained by physical mechanics or dimen-
sions, video slots revolutionised the industry. These highly developed machines 
would feature bonus rounds and additional payouts, and used advanced graphics 
to fit an array of themes to attract new players. Video slots were responsible for 
around 70% of a casino’s income, and also took up 70% of the available floor space.

Slot machine games are available on mobile and tablet and are now 
the most played UK online casino game. With today's technology the 
future of slot machines are only limited to the designer’s imagination 
and if one thing is for sure they will only get better. 





Ever wondered how you can play an unlimited number of games on a slot machine and not lose a penny? Buy your own 
slot machine of course! Satisfy your game cravings, play any time you want, and if the house wins? You win! It’s a 
win-win situation.

Here we list your slot machine options and take you through our buyers guide for players looking to enjoy the game in 
the comfort of their own home.

Before you start searching for slot machines for sale, it’s best to know what’s out there. From the vintage to the modern, 
there’s a whole range of slots to choose from. 

Know your slots

Antique / Classic slots
Classic slots first appeared in 1895 and remain popular 
to this day due to the simple, fast-paced nature of the 
game. This traditional machine uses an intricate inner 
mechanism to spin physical reels that can have as many 
as 10-32 symbols on each one. Depending on its age and 
design, classic slot machines have a lever on the side to 
start the reels spinning. Some classic slots are known 
as “one arm bandits” due to the lever feature. The player 
wins when three identical symbols match up. 

Advanced 3-Reel
A simple step up from the classic slots, 3 reel slot 
machines have the same number of reels as their older 
counterpart except they are slightly more advanced. 
They come with multiple (but optional) pay lines and 
therefore are considered more exciting to play. They may 
also feature a button to start the reels spinning instead 
of a lever.

Fruit Machines
Another three-reel type of game, fruit machines are 
possibly the nations favourite slot machine. These 
machines have masses of bonus game options and 
extra features, many of which can be triggered during 
one single spin. 



Video Machines
In the 1970’s slot machines evolved from mechanics 
to electronics and were revolutionised with a video 
component. The first video slot machine hit casino floors 
in 1975, and continued to gain in popularity throughout 
the 80’s. Video slots have digital spinning reels displayed 
on a screen and a spin button that is pressed to spin 
the reels. 

As the name suggests, the machines incorporate video 
imagery, which opens up the slot machine to a new 
world of bet options, pay lines and themes.  This video 
technology also enabled the introduction of bonus 
games, free spins and progressive jackpots, turning 
slots into the game it is today.

What to look for

Slot machines for sale usually become available to the public 
once they have been retired from casinos. So you can expect 
your second-hand machine to exhibit some wear and tear. 
Many pre-owned slot machines come with their own 
mechanical and electrical problems, so make sure you are 
fully aware of the machine’s condition before you make 
a purchase. 

Experienced sellers will tend to refurbish slot machines 
before they sell them, however you may be able to find a slot 
machine at a cheaper price if you’re willing to repair any 
faults yourself. 

One of the most common issues surrounding pre-owned slot 
machines is a faulty acceptor (the slot where the coins are 
inserted). This often becomes an issue when players insert 
the wrong coinage into the machine and it gets jammed. 
With the right tools and care, the machine can be taken apart 
and the acceptor can be cleaned. Other common problems 
include faulty batteries and failed light bulbs, but spare parts 
and accessories can be bought from specialist suppliers. 





The thrill of the next spin of the wheel along with the lights, sounds and graphics, is enough to leave you wanting to play 
on a slot machine for hours. Personally owning your own slot machine is a great way to play for free and enjoy endless 
evenings playing slots.  

There’s an array of slot machines for sale in the UK for you to choose from, including antique collectors items, classic 
3-reel slot machines, and even the more advanced video and progressive slot games. Whatever you fancy, you can find 
a valuable piece of machinery that not only looks great but offers limitless gaming opportunities. 

Most antique slot machines were purely mechanical in operation. The focus was put on to the entertainment factor 
rather than winning money. For many slot machine enthusiasts, the fascination of these machines is not in the thrill 
of winning, but rather in the machine itself. These players are not interested in the bright lights of contemporary video 
machines, and subsequently put their efforts into restoring and collecting the old ones. 

Vintage machines usually come on the market when they’re old and in need of repair. All it takes is dedication and a 
little know-how to fix up a diamond in the rough. If this is the case, you can often find them at a bargain price through 
online marketplace sites. However, restored vintage machines are usually sold by specialist dealers and can fetch a 
large price tag. 

The Appeal of Vintage slots

If you’re looking to find a genuine antique slot machine to decorate your home, then you have to be prepared for 
a big investment. 

Once you have found a machine you like, do all you can to research the model.

Try and find out:

The more collectable and valuable machines will still have the majority of its original parts. A genuine antique machine 
should have a serial number, unlike a reproduction slot machine. Before you commit to buying, ensure the dealer gives 
you a certificate of authenticity. 

The serial number

Whether the machine 
still has a cash box

Condition of the machine Appearance 
of the machine

Certificate of authenticity

The manufacturer The number 
of original parts

The number 
of replacement parts

Determining slot machine values



Restored machines

Extra care and attention should be taken when purchasing 
restored slot machines, particularly vintage, pre-electronic 
slots. Inexperienced restorers often remove the mechanical 
workings and replace them with electrical mechanisms to be 
able to sell them as ‘working’ machines.  Even though they may 
look good, they will not hold the value of an unrestored game. 
Even inoperable, un-restored machines hold more value. 

If you have the opportunity be sure to inspect the slot machine 
you are about to buy in person. All reputable vendors will let 
you come to the showroom or warehouse to let you see the 
game you are buying.



Although it is possible to buy brand new slot machines, you can expect to pay nearly twice as much as you would 
pay for a second-hand model. The price for a slot machine can vary based on certain criteria, such as the type of slot 
machine, the manufacturer, the game title, quality of the hardware or whether the machine has been restored. 

The more original parts a slot machine has, the more value it holds. This is particularly true for antique slots. Most 
antique machines have been refurbished, which involves taking the machines apart to clean and re-lubricate all the 
internal workings. Only a reputable antique slots machine dealer should then replace all damaged or lost parts before 
reassembling the machine. 

Care must be taken when purchasing restored slots. In the more modern machines, inexperienced restorers often 
remove the mechanical guts and replace them with electrical mechanisms. Although it may operate fine, the machine 
may lose its appeal to collectors who would pay more for an unrestored machine. If you’re looking to buy slot machine 
that you can play on for fun and which adds a certain ambience to a room, then a restored version will cost less than 
one prized for its collectability.

There are often many extra costs that need to be accounted for when purchasing a slot machine. Along with the price 
of repairs and lost components, machines may need to be serviced over time. This is particularly true for battery-
operated machines. Take into consideration the size of the machine and the shipping charges. 

Budget help

The take-home notes

Even vintage machines in good 
working order can be a lot of fun 
to play, but if you’re looking for a 
more glamorous spectacle to play 
free play slots games that offers 
more by way of excitement, then 
you may wish to opt for a 5-reel or 
a fruit machine. Only fork out for 
something that is going to keep 
you happy. 

Do your research and make sure 
you’re buying what has been 
advertised. If you’re looking to 
purchase a vintage slot, be sure 
that it comes with the appropriate 
documents. 

Don’t be put off by minor damage. 
Although the inner workings of the 
machine might look complicated, 
most of the common issues can 
be easily fixed. You could find a 
bargain by taking on a repair job. 
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